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3 
ADVERTISEMENT.” 


5 1 would. not ings incur. the 
C Cenſure of being over. forward in 

publiſhing ſo plain a Sermon on ſo 
common a Subject, I beg Leave to inform 


the Reader of 7 the e that determi 2 
ed me to doit. 


5 Te follnoing Diſcourſe was | firſt 
preached to a very numerous Auditory at 
the Funeral of a young Perſon, who be- 
ing ſeiz'd on a ſudden with a violent and 5 
mortal Illneſs, which nevertheleſs aid not 

deſtroy the Exerciſe of her Reaſon, was 
deeply impreſs'd with a Senſe of her e- 
ternal Intereſt, and expreſs d that Senſe 
in a manner which affefted me as much as 
any thing of that Nature which I had 
ever ſeen ; not only recommending the, Text 
u me, but a Io charging this one Ying 
A 2 Mau 


needful on her Brother and Sifters in my di 
Hearing, with a 'Salemnity and Earneſt- Fer 
neſs which I hope neither they nor I ſhall v 
ever forget. | But I imputed the remari- N 75 7 
"apas heard, and the kind Notice whic) 2 
was afterwards taken of it by many, u Fen- 
that awful Circumſtance, rather thallff [ur 
to any thing in the Diſcourſe itſelf 


me : 
| 3 Con 
I had afterwards the Honour to prvacl Abo 
it, with ſome proper Alterations, befor, 

home worthy and excellent Perjons of conf 
federable Rank and Eminence in Lifz _ 
«obo are not aſhamed publickly toown thalf ,, , 
Religion is their greateſt Concern, Th! if Þ 
were pleaſed to expreſs fuch Satisfaction 1 


| 1 
the Seriouſneſs and Plainneſs with ahi | 


this important Subject was handled, thingy.” 
they urged me, with an Earneſtneſi whill 


Conc ! 


Tad not at all expett, to let them bir , 
me printed Copies of it, that they mige ;; 
A 


* 


[43 


Servants, I think too highly of theſe 


to ſo inconfiderable a Performance, which 
would do a great Honour to 4 Book ſar 


hich ſuperior 70. any can ever hope. to pre- ; 


y, lil nt them with. But as I am well: afs 
tha ſured of their continued Candour towards 


me; fo I bope the Authority of their 


Command, will be allowed as a fi * 
Apology for this Publication. | 


2 e are ſo near the Eternal State, 

and muſt ſo ſoon be filent in the Duſt, that 
methinks nothing which looks like a Call 
ef Providence, directing to any Opportu- 
nity of ding good to the Souls of Men, 


ut weighty Truths may, through - the 
Concurrence of divine Grace, be made 
| uſeful far the Converhon of one of the loweſt 
y oy for whoſe Service. this Diſcourſe 
| A 7 | das 


2 erſe ES amongſt their. Tenants VET, 


valuable Friends to prefix their. Names 


* od * N Py . 
* l 
- - 8 by — — 8 
* 2 — — - 
6 2 8 2 - « — = — — — Py — 
— — * 4 I : = - - 
— - — bs Py Ig ww RES — — 1 — 225 — - _— —— —  — =- * > > 3 - — 8 0 - 4 
= - — 2 — — — — 1 n - 32 — — _ . ae — 7 2 — = — 
— — 2 — * = — 7 — HED . 2 a” * — — — bg _ - = 2 2 
2 _— 4 — 4 4 * 2 2 - - _ — — = p — N 
— ond -— — * — — — 4 SE — —— 
— — = — — — — — * ” _ 2 T _ 2 * — <> = - S = — — One — = = — ———_ "CS — 
= — = = a7 Az _ — — — — — — = — — 
2 d —— - « — — — —_— * 2 +> 2 — — — 2 — — - o 
0 "PL PE 2 2 _ AT — — — — * * 2 = = 
a 8 EY — LIT 22 — qt — — — — A - — = — — 
< = - — — py — — — — 
3 — — - = — ET Bn rn Ia SS - I — 2 _ —.— * — 
1 ——_— — yy * 2 = — LS; — - 7 — — — — — ” * 
— — - —— 


— 
- 0. x7 
> 2 — oat 
— — — 4 — » 
> FE + 
— — 8 w— 
— — — — 3 
= — — — 
— > 2 2 — — 
3 8 M = -!, — — œ 
— - - + 4X: —_—_ 
= _ Pg A 
=. — . 
— — 8 2 


ould be neglected. And if theſe obvious 


. hy 
— Ea 
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ranſeril 7. ſhall think 

this little Labour abundantly repaid, even 

though many others ſhould ſay, as the) 

probably will, that I have made a little 

Addition to the Number of tnneoeſary 

Books with which the Warld is already 
incunbered. | | 
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Luxx X. 42. former Part. 


One Thing is needful. 


bleſſed Redeemer, that he went - 
about doing good (a). This great 
Motive, which animated all his Actions, 
brought him to the Houſe of his Friend 
Lazarus, at Bethany, and directed his 
Behaviour there. Though it were a Sea- 
ck. ſon of Receſs from publick Labour, our 
Lord brought the Sentiments and the 
pious Cares of a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs into the Parlour of a Friend; and 
there his Doctrine dropp'd as the Rain, 
and diſtilled as the Dew, on the little 
happy Circle that were then ſurround- 
ing him. Mary, the Siſter of Laga- 
rus, with great Delight made one a- 
mangſt them; ſhe ſer herſelf down at 
the Feet of Jeſus, in the Poſture of 
an humble Diſciple; and we have a 
great deal of Reaſon to believe, that 
Mari ha, his other Siſter, would gladly 


) Ads x. 38, 


I was the amiable Character of our 


have 


himſelf too. Lord, doſt thou not care 
that: my Siſter hath left me to ſerve 
alone? Bid her therefore that ſhe help 


Opportunities of ſuggeſting uſeful 
Thoughts, anſwers her in theſe: Words, 


needful, 'and Mary has choſen that good 
Part, which ſhall not be taken away 
from her. 4. d. Alas Martha! the 


F 98 : , 
8 7 p L 
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| have been with her there; but domeſtick C 
Cares pteſs'd hard upon her, and ſhe gr 


was cumbered with much ſerving, being Bc 
perhaps too ſolicitous to prepare a on 


ſumptuous Entertainment for her hea- he 
venly Maſter and the Train that at- an 
tended him. Happy are they that in on 
a Crowd of Buſineſs do not loſe ſome- yo 


thing of the Spirituality of their Minds, th. 
and of the Compoſure, and Sweetneſs ter 
of their Tempers! + This good Woman 
comes to our Lord with roo impatient 25 
a Complaint; inſinuating ſome little © or 
Reflection, not only on Mary, but on 


me (a). Our Lord, willing to take all 


of which the Text is a Part, Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
abont many Things, but one Thing i 


(a) Luke x. 49. | 
| | Concerns 


erns 


ſtand by the one Thing 
II. Shew you what is intended when 


19 1 


. of the Soul are of is; much 


greater Importance than thoſe of the 
, that I cannot blame 


and all my other Friends, to be much 
on your Guard, 
your. worldly Cares, 
the Sight of that which ſo much ber- 
ter deſerves your Attention. 


I ſhall conſider theſe Words, One 
Thing is needful, as a kind of Aphoriſm, 
ighty Sentence, dro ba 


or wiſe and we 
from the Mouth of our bleſſed 


deemer, and evidently worthy of our 
moſt ſerious Regard. in handling them 


I hall, : _ 
I. Conſider what we ate to under- 
here ſpoken of. 


it is reproſented as the one Thing need- 


ful. 


IL I will ew how juſtly it maybe 


ſo repreſented, or prove that tis indeed 


the one Thing needful. 
IV. Conclude with ſome Refletion 
and Application. 


* y FI the Words which are 


now 


„ 


your Siſter 
on this Occaſion: I rather Tee 


her to your imitation, and caution you, 


that in "the midſt of 
you do not loſe 
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now before us are to this Day as true 
as they were ſeventeen hundred Years 
ago. Set your Hearts to attend to them. 
Oh that you might by divine Grace be 
awaken'd to hear them with a due Re- 
gard, and might be ſo impreſſed with the 
plain and ſerious Things which are now 
to be ſpoken, as you probably would, if 
1 were ſpeaking by your dying Beds, and 
you had the full Exerciſe of your Reaſon, 
and the near and lively View of Eternity 
I. I am briefly to conſider what we 
_ to underſtand by the one Thing need- 
| - Now Ianſwer ina few Words, it is the 
Care of the Soul, .oppoſed, .as you ſee 
in the Text, to the Care, i.e. the exceſſive 
Care of the Body; for which Martha 
was gently admoniſhed by our Lord. 
This is a general Anſwer, and it com- 
prehends a variety of important Particu- 
lars, which is the Buſineſs of our Miniſtry 
often to open to you at large: The Care 
of the Soul implies a Readineſs to hear 
the Words of Chriſt, to ſet our ſelves 
with Mary at his Feet, and to receive 
both the Law and the Goſpel from his 
Mouth. It ſuppoſes that we learn ow 
> this 


12% 1 


this divine Teacher the Worth: of our 
e Souls, their Danger, and their Remedy, 
rs That we become above all Things bllici. 
n. tous about their eternal Salvation. That, 
de heartily repenting of all our Sins, and 
e- cordially believing the everlaſting Gol. 
pel, we receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
tor Righteouſneſs and Life, reſting our 
Souls: on the Value of his Aconement, 
and the Efficacy of his Crace. It im- 
ports the ſincere Dedication of ourſelves 
to the Service of God, and a faithful Ad- 
herence. to it, notwithſtanding all the 
Oppoſitions ariſing from inward Cor- 
ruptions, or outward Temptations, and 
the Na reſolute Perſeverance in the Way of 
ſee I Goſpel Dependance, till we receive the 
live ¶ End of our Faith in our compleat Salva- 
tha tion. This is the one Thing needful re- 
ord. ¶ preſented indeed in various Scriptures 
»m- by various Names. Sometimes it is 


icu- I called Regeneration, or the new Crea- 
iſtry Wine, becauſe tis the bleſſed Work of 
Dare God's efficacious Grace. Sometimes the 
hear WW Har of God, and ſometimes his Love, 


and the- keeping his Commandments ; and 
very frequently in the New Teſtament 
tis une Faith, or receiving C and 
from E believing | 


_ © _ as of aur greateſt Treaſure. Tis one 


of Views in which it maybe conſidered, 


believing on him, which therefore is re- th. 
preſented as the great ork of God (a); I of 
. e. the great Thing which God in his cli 

glorious. Goſpel requires, as well as by me 
his Spirit produces in us: Each of theſe, I tic 
if .rightly underſtood and explained, no 
comprehends all that I have faid on it 
this Head. On the whole, we may 
ſay, chat, as the Body is one, th it has led 
many Members, and the Soul is one, tho' Ma 
it has many faculties, fo, in the preſent  ( 
Caſe, this real, vital Religion is one Thing, || fl 
one ſacred Principle of divine Life, bring - ¶ this 
ing us to attend to the Care of our Souls, 


' Thing, notwithſtanding all the Variety 


be deſcribed. I proceed, 

II. To conſider what may be intend- 
ed in the Repreſentation which is here 
made of it, as the on Thing need ful. 

Now think it naturally includes theſc 
three Particulars: Tis a Matter of uni- 
verſal Concern, of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, and of ſo comprehenſive a Nature, 


and of Characters under which it may 


. that 


1 


that every Thing which is as worthy 
of our Regard may be conſidered as in- 
cluded in it, or ſubſervient to it. Let 
me a little illuſtrate each of theſe Par- 
ticulars, reſerving the Proof of what I 


it will abundantly appear. 
1. The Care of the Soul may be — 5 


Matter of univerſal Concern.“ 


ful 3 in the general. 
this or that particular Perſon; or for 


cumſtance in Life, but needful for all. 
And indeed, when diſcourſing on ſuch 
a Subject, one might properly intro- 


all ye Inhabitants of the Earth, both 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, Toge- 
ther (a). 
from the King that fits upon the Throne, 
to the Servant that grindeth at the Mill, 


hill, 408 needful for us. that are Mi- 


(a) pi. . 


now aſſert to the third General, where | 
led the one Thing needful, as it * 


Our Lord you ſee ſpeaks of it as need. 
He ſays not for 


thoſe of ſuch an Age, Station or Cir- 


duce it with thoſe ſolemn Words of the 
Palmiſt. Give Ear, all ye People, hear, 


For tis the Concern of all, 


or the Beggar that lieth upon che Dung- 


niſters, 


LET 
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. 
niſters, for our own Salvation is concern- 
ed. And Woe, inſupportable Woe will 
be to our Souls, if we think it enough 
to recommend it to others, to talk of it 
in a warm, or an awful manner, in 
publick Aſſeniblies, or in our private 
Converſe; while it does not penetrate 
our Hearts as our own greateſt Care. 
Our Caſe will then be like that of the 
Tſraehitifh Lord in Samaria (a), who was 
imployed to diſtribute the Corn when 
the Siege was raiſed, ſecing it with our 
Eyes, and diſpenſing it with our Hands, 
we ſhall ourſelves'die miſerably, without 
rafting the 1 We impart. 'Tis 
needful to all you that are our Hearers, 
without the Exception of one ſingle Per- 
fon. *Tis needful to you that are rich, 
though it may on ſome Accounts be pe- 
culiarly difficult for you; even as difficult, 
comparatiyely ſpeaking, as for 4 Camel 
ro go through the Eye of a Needle (b); 
Foet if it be neglected, you are poor in 
che midſt of all your Wealth, and miſe- 
rable in all your Abundance, and 2 
Wretch ſtarving for Hunger, in a mag; 


| (b) Mat. xix. 24. 


la) 2 Kings vii. 2. 


% 


— 


nificent Pallice and a rich Dreſs, would 
be leſs the Object of Compaſſion than 
you. Tis needful for you that are poor; 


though you are diſtreſſed with ſo many 
anxious Cares, what you. ſhall eat, and 
what you ſhall drink, and wherewithal 
you ſhall be cloathed (a). The Nature 
that makes you capable of ſuch Anxieties 


as theſe, argues your much greater Con- 
cern in the Bread which endures to eter- 
na! Life (b), than in that by which 
this mortal Body muſt be ſupported. 
'Tis needful for you that are advanced 


in Years; though your Strength be im- 


paired, ſo that the Graſhopper is a Bur- 
then (e); though you have by your long 
continuance - in Sin rendered this great 
Work fo hard, that were it leſs impor- 


tant, one would in Pity let you alone 


without reminding you of it: Yer, late 


as it is, it muſt be done, or your hoary 


Heads will be brought down to the 
Grave with Wrath, and ſink under a 
Curſe aggravated by every Year and by 
every Day of your Lives. Tis needful 
to you that are young, though (olliciced 
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by ſo many gay Vanities?" v7 negle& 
ir; though it may be repreſented as an 
unſeaſonable Care at preſent, yet J re- 
Nene it, it is needful to you; immediate- 

needful, unleſs you who walk ſo fre- 


6 5 over the Duſt of your Brethren 
and Companions, that died in the Bloom 


and Vigour of their Days, have made 
Tome ſecteb Covenant with the Grave 
for yourſelves; and found'out ſome won- 
derful Method, hitherto unknown, of 
ſecuring this precarious Life, and of an- 
ſwering for Days and Months to come, 
while others cannot an ſwer for one 
f ingle Moment. 
2. The- Care If the” Soul is * a 

Matter of the higheſt Importance; 
beyond any thing which can be brought 

into Compariſon with ir. 
As Solomon fays of Wiſdom, that i 
is more precious than Rubies, and that 
all Things which can be deſired are ni 
to be compared with her (a). So may! 
Properly lay of this grear and moſt im- 

ortant Branch of Wiſdom, whatever 
can be laid in the Balance with ir, will 


& Prov. Iii. 15. 
| be 


la) 


itlell 
gles 


Ler- 


c 2 
be found altogether lighter than Vanity. 
This is ſtrongly implied when tis ſaid in 
the Text, one. Thing is neeaful; g. d. one 
Thing, and one Thing alone is ſo. Juſt 
as the bleſſed is ſaid to be 
wiſe (a), and only holy (b), becauſe: 4 
Wiſdom and Holines of Angels and 
Men is as nothing, when compared 
with his. What ſeems moſt great and 
moſt important in Life, what Kings 
and Senates, what the wiſeſt and great- 
eſt of this World are imploying their 
Time, their Councils, their Pens, their 
Labours upon, are Trifles, when com- 
pared with this one Thing. A Man 
may ſubſiſt, he may in ſome conſidera- 
ce; ble Meaſure be happy, without Learn- 
ught ing, without Riches, without Titles, 
; withoat Health, without Liberty, with- 
at it out Friends, nay, though the Life be 
that more than Meat, and the Body than 
ut Raiment (c), yet may he be happy, 
nay l unſpeakably happy, without the Body 
- im- itſelf. But he cannot be fo in the Ne- 
tevet I glect of the one Thing needful. 1 muſt 
will therefore beſpeak your Regard. to it in 
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the Words of 195 it is mot 4 2 b 
. 255 but it is your Life (). . a 
The Care of the Soul is of ſo com- G 
oelhenſive a Nature, that © every thing F 
e truly worthy of our Regard may be | 0 
er conſidered as included in it, or ſub- a 
es ſervient to it.“ in 
As David obſerves, that ch 988 
nent of God is exceeding broad (b), fo 
may we (ay of this one Thing needful ; 

| and as Solomon very juſtly and emphati. 
cally expreſſes it, 70 fear God and 10 
keep his Commandments is the whole 
of Man (c); his whole Duty, and his 
whole Intereſt; and every thing which 
is wiſe and rational does in its proper 
Place and Connection make a Part of 
it. We ſhould judge very ill concern. 
ing the Nature of this Care, if ve 
imagined, that it conſiſted merely in 
Acts of Devotion, or religious Con- 
templation; ; it comprehends all the 
lovely and harmonious Band of ſocia 
and humane Virtues. . It requires a 
Care of Society, a Care of our Bo- 
dies, and of our temporal Concerns; 


4 but . 


am now, 


29 J 


but then all is to be regulated, directed, 
and animated by proper Regards to 


God, Chriſt, and Immortality. Our 


Food: and our Reſt, our "Tad and 


our Labours are to be attended to, and 


all the Offices of Humanity performed 


in Obedience to the Will of God, 
for the Glory of Chriſt, and in a View 
to the improving the Mind in a grow- | 


ing Meetneſs for a State of compleat 


Perfection. Name any Thing which 
has no Reference at all to this, and 
you name a worthleſs Trifle, however it 


may be gilded to allure the Eye, however 


it may be ſweetned to gratify the Taſte, 
Name a Thing which, inſtead of thus 
improving the Soul, has a Tendency to 


debaſe and pollute, to enſlave and en- 


danger it, and you name what is moſt 
unprofitable and miſchievous, be the 
Wages of Iniquity ever ſo great; moſt 
foul and deform'd, be it in the Eyes 
of Men ever ſo honourable or in their 
Cuſtoms ever ſo faſhionable. Thus 1 
have endeavoured to ſhew you whar 


we may ſuppoſe implied in this Ex- 


preſſion of one 1 me being e 4 
— To 


ty 


III. To new you with how much 


=  Propricry the Care of the Soul may 


be repreſented under this Character, 
as the one Thing needful, as a Matter 
of univerſal and moſt ſerious Concern, 
to which every Thing elle is to be 
conſidered as ſubſervient, if at all wor- 
thy of our Care and Purſuit. Now 
let me appeal ro the Sentiments of 
thoſe who muft be allowed moſt ca- 
pable of judging, and to the evident 

Reaſon of the Cafe it ſelf, as it muſt 
appear to every unprejudiced Mind. 

1. Let me argue from the Senti- 
* ments of choſe who muſt be allowed 
4 moſt capable of judging in ſuch an 
Affair, and we ſhall quickly ſee that 
the Care of the Soul 2 to them 
the one Thing needful. 

Is the Judgment of the bleſſed God 
erde to Truth, how evidently and 
how ſolemnly is that Judgment declar- 
ed > I will not ſay merely in this or 


the other particular Paſſage of his 
Word, but in the whole Series of his 
Revelations to the Children of Men; 
and the whole Tenor of his Addreſſes 
to chem. Is not this the Language of 


all 


ES & 
all from the early Days of Job and 
Moſes to the Concluſion of the Ca- 
non of Scripture. IF (a) Wiſdom be 
hid from the Eyes of all the Living, 
ſurely God underſtandeth the Way there. 
of, he knoweth the Place thereof; and 
if he does, tis plainly pointed our, 
for unto Man he till fach, behold, 
the Fear of the Lord that is Wiſdom, 
and to depart from Evil, that is Un- 

derſtanding. By Moſes he declared to 
the [/raelzres, that to do the Com- 
mandments of the Lord would be 
their Wiſdom and their Underſtand- 
ing in the Sight of the Nations, Who 
ſhould hear his Statutes, and ſay, ſure- 
ly this is a wiſe and an underſtanding 
People (b). When he had raiſed up 
one Man on the Throne of  1/rael, 
with the Character of the wiſeſt that 
ever lived upon the Face of the Earth, 
he choſe to make him eminently a 


Teacher of this great Truth. And 


now all that he ſpoke on the curious 
and lels concerning Subjects of Natu- 
ral Philoſophy is loſt, though he ſpoke 


(a) Job xxviii. 21, 23, 28. (b) Deut. iv. 6. 


of 


J 
of Trees from the Cedar to the Hyſſop, 
and of Beaſts, and of Fowls, and of 
creeping Things, and of Fiſhes (a); 

that Saying is preſerved in which he 
teltifies, that % Fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of Wiſdom (b), and thoſe 
Proverbs, in almoſt every Line of which 
they who neglect God and their own 
Souls are ſpoken of as Fools, as if that 
| were. the moſt proper Signification of 
the Word, while, the Religious alone 
are. honoured: with the Title of wiſe. 
But in this reſpe& as atteſting this 
Truth in the Name of God and in 
his own, 4 greater than Solomon is 
Fox if we inquire what it was that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt judged to be 

the one. Thing needful, the Words of 
the Text contain as full an Anſwer as 
can be imagined; and the Senſe of 


them is repeated in a very lively and 


emphatical Manner, in that remarkable 

Pallage wherein our Lord not only 
declares his on Judgment, but ſeems 
to appeal to the Conſciences of all, as 


(a) 1 Kings ir, 33. 


(b) Prov. i. 7. ix. 10. 


obliged 


1 
obliged by their own ſecret Convicti- 
ons to ſubſcribe to the Truth of it. 
What is a Man profited, if he gain 
the whole Nord, and loſe his own Soul; 
or what fhall a Man give in exthange 
for his Soul (a)? If it were once 
loſt, what would he not be willing 
to give to redeem it? But it A 
not on the Words of Chriſt alone. 
Let his Actions, his Suffetings, his 
Blood, his Death ſpeak what a Value 
he ſet on the Souls of Men. Is it to 
be imagined, that he would have re- 
linquiſhed Heaven, that he would have 
dwelt upon Earth, that he would 
have laboured by Night and by Day, 


: be for a Matter of light Importance? Or 


can we think that he, in whom dwell 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Kniu- 
ledge, and all the Fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily (b), was miſtaken in. Judg- 
ment. ſo deliberately formed, and ſo 
„„ / To IEEE 

If after this there were room to 
mention human Judgment, and Teſti- 


e Mat: xvi. 26. (h) Col. i. 3, 9. 
wy monies, 


1 


monies, how eaſy would it be to pro. ſ # 
duce. a Cloud of Witneſſes in ſuch a a2 1 2 
Cauſe, and to ſhew that the wiſeſt and i © 
beſt of Men in all Ag, of the World = 
have agreed in this Point, that amidſt © © 
all the Diverſities of Opinion and Pro- | 
feſſion, which ſucceeding Generations Þ: 
have produced, this has been the una- WW 7! 
nimous Judgment, this the common O 
and moſt follicirous Care of thoſe iſ he 
whoſe Characters are moſt truly valu- © 
able, to ſecure the Salvation of their £2: 
own Souls, and to Promote. the Salva- in 
tion of others. thu 
And let me beſeech you e to gre 
| reflect what are the Characters of thoſe | AE 
who have taken the Liberty, molt bold- | 
ly and freely to declare their Judg- 
ment on the contrary Side ? The 
Number of ſuch is comparatively few; 
and when you compare. what you have 

obſerved of their Temper and Condudt, 

1 will not fay with what you read of 
holy Men of old, but with what you 
have yourſelves ſeen in the faithful, 
active, and zealous Servants of Chriſt, 
in theſe latter Ages, with which you 
have converſed, do you on the 98 * 

. n 


Goſpel, » are in other Reſpects, 


ad m ach more prudent and judicious, 
14 | be mach wiſer for themſelves, and for 


others that are influenced: by them, as 
that you can be in Reaſon obligecl to 
ons pay any great Deference to the Autho- 
na. | rity of a few ſuch Names as theſe, in 
on || Oppoſition to thoſe to Which they are 
ole here oppoſed? - | 


u- But you will a „ and you FRET ay . 2 
heir wottuly, though but a few. may venture 


va- in Words to declare for the Neglect of 
the Soul and its eternal. Intereſt, the 
to greater part of Mankind do it in their 
hoſe Actions. But ate the greater part of 
old Mankind ſo wiſe, and ſo gobd, as impli- 
;dg- citly to be followed in Matters of the 
The I higheſt Importance? And do not Multi- 
ew; | rudes of theſe declare themſelves on the 
have other Side, in their _ moſt {ſerious Mo- 
1u&, ments? When the Intoxications of world- 
3 of ly Buſineſs and Pleaſures are over, and 
you ſome languiſhing Sicknels forces Men, ro 
hful, Solitude and Retirement; what have you 
riſt, generally obſerved to be the Effect of 
yon ſuch a Circumſtance? Have they nor 
hole as declared. e convinced of 
find .C the 3 


* 


Tae] 


the Truth we. are now "; (PRIME to *eſta- 


bliſh? Nay, do we not ſometimes lee 
char a Diſtemper which ſeizes the Mind 
with Violence, yet does not utterly de- 
1 its reaſoning Faculties, bees: this 
Conviction on the Soul in a few Hours, 
nay ſometimes in a few Moments? Have 
you never ſeen a gay, thoughtleſs Crea- 


ture, ſurprized in the giddy Round of 


* and Amuſements, and preſent- 
ly brought not only to Seriouſneſs, but 
Terror and Trembling, by the near Views 

ol Death? Have you never ſeen the 
Man of Buſineſs and Care interrupted, 
« the rich Fool in the Parable, in the 
midſt; of his Schemes for the preſent 


x _ © World? And have you not heard one 


and the other of them owning the Vani- 
ty of thoſe Pleaſures and Cares, which 
but a. ſew: Days ago were every thing 


dq them ? Confeſſing that Religion was 


the anc Thing needful, and recommend - 
ing it to others with an Earneſtneſs, as 


1 ithey hoped; thereby to atone for their 


I? own former Neglect? We that are Mini- 
ſters frequently are Witneſſes ro ſuch 
things as theſe, and I believe few of our 


ba Heaters are intire Strangers to them? 


* N 


tat 


ridbpol the Dying, we could add that 


e- of the Dead? What if God were to turn 


aſide the Vail which ſeparates between 
us and the inviſible World, and to per- 
mit the moſt careleſs Sinner in the Aſ- 
ſembly to converſe for a few Moments 
with the Inhabitants of it? If you were 


or paſſed through the molt fiery Trial, 


«* ſo much for what you now poſſeſs? ” 


* were an Equivalent for his prelent 


00 Luke xvi. 19, g 


le once more, what irt to 15 Tel. 


to apply yourſelf to a happy Spirit, that 
trod che moſt thorny Road to Paradiſe, 


and to ask him, was it worth youhut 
« while to labour ſo much, and to endute 


Surely if the Bleſſed in Heaven were ca- 
pable of Indignation, it would move them 
to hear that it ſhould be made a Queſtion. 
And on the other Hand; if you could 
inquire of one tormented i in that Flame 
below, though he night once be clorh- 

ed in Purple and fine Linnen, and fare 
ſumptuouſiy every Day (a), if you could ask 
him, (whether his former Enjoyments 


« Sufferings and «x ape? What An- 
[wer do 7”, man be er retu ny , 


Cc 3 8 
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| Vertiips an Anſiver of fo — Horror 
and Rage, as you would not be able ſo 


much as to indure Or if the Malignity 


ol his Nature ſhould prevent him from 
returning any Anſwer at all, ſurelythete 
Wobld be a Language even in chat Si- 

lence; a Language in the Darkneſs, and 

Flames, and Groans of that infernal Pri- 
ſon, which would ſpeak to your very Soul 
What the Word of God is with equal 

Certainty, though leſs forcible Con- 


e . ſpeaking to your Ear, that one 
Jadg dent of God the Father, and the 


. iy pars} You ſee tis ſo in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the wiſeſt and beſt 
of Men, of many, who ſeem d to judge 
moſt differently of it, when — come 


ti more deliberate and {etious Thought, 


and not only of the Dying, but of the 


Dead toe, of thoſe 50 have. experi- 


mentally-known both Worlds, and moſt 
| furelyknow what is to be preferr'd. But 
A will not reſt the Whale 1 here, 
8 1 add therefore, 

. Lappeal to che evident Reaſon of 
the Caſe itſelf, as it muſt appeat to ever) 
F. Mind, that the Care of 


the 858 is indeed ze one * end 
. Fr " THF ill 


BY 8-3 8” OOO 


of Happineſs and Miſery, 
-who credit the Truth of the Chriſtian 


A 50 


1 fil conf der tnyſelf as ſpeaking not 
to Atheiſts, or to Deiſts, but to thoſe 
who-nor only believe the Exiſtence and 


Providence of God, and a future State 
but likewiſe 


Revelation, as many undoubtedly do 


who live in a fatal Neglect of God and 
their own Souls. Now on theſe Princi= 


ples a little Reflection may be ſufficient 
to convince you, that tis needful to the 


preſent Repoſe of your 'own Mind: 


needful if ever you would ſecure erer- - 


nal Happineſs ; if ever you would avoid 
eternal Miſery, which will be aggraya- wh 
red, rather than alleviated, heh alt your We” 1 


ſent Enjoyments. 
1. The Care of the Soul is 29 


Thi ng needful, becauſe © without it you 


a * ſecure the Peace of your own - 


«Mind, nor avoid tlie Upbraidingyof 


« your Conſcience. TITS 
That noble Faculty is indeed, as — | 


are often told, the Vicegerent of God 


in the Soul. Tis ſenſible of the Digni- 


ty and Worth of an immortal Spirit, 


and will ſametimes cry out of the Vio- 


lence: chat is offered to ir, and 1 
SF N loud, 
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„ ns 1 
Jond; as to c the Sinner to hear, 
whecher he wilt or no. : you 
ſometimes find it your efes 2 When 
1 — your — 
Nou are afraid of the Reflections of your 
dun Mind; but with all your Artifice 
And all your Neſolution can yu intirt- 
ly apoid them Does not Conſcience 
2 you to your Beds, even if denied 
*s nity of —_— you in your 
—.—. wit han unwelcome 
u. that your Soul 
2 * 
* 2 your Fields. 8 en buſieſt 
there? Nay, 1 will add, does it not ſome- 
| eimes follow-you ro the Feaft, d che 


; 5 i") RoſGR lob; n There ys Does 


it not ſometimes mingle! your ſwwoeteſt 


1 Draughis with Worm wood, and your 


gayeſt Scenes with Horror! So chat you 

arc like a Tradeſman, who, ſuſpecting 
22 Wn Affairs to be in a bad Poſture, lays 
by his Books and his Papers, yet ſome⸗ 


times Ou will come 3 e 
1 1 
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Way. He hardly dates to nw 

for fear of meeting a Creditor or an Ar- 
reſt; and if he habours to forget his Cares 

and his — im a Courſe of Luxu- 
ry at Home, the Remembrance is ſorne 
times awake d, and the Alarm increaſ- 

ed, by thoſe; very „ in 
which he is attempting to loſe it. Sach 
no doubt is che Caſe of ſorne of 'your 
Minds, and tis a very painful State, and 
while Things are thus within, extern 

Circumſtances can no more make nn 
happy, than a fine Dreſs could relieve 

you under a violent Fit of che Stone. 

Whereas if this great Affair were ſecu- 

red, you might delight in Reflection, 
as much xs you now dead it; and 
Conſcience, of yout bittereſt Enemy, 
would become a delightful Friend, and 
che N of it hr; Se wer 
"ay; be Cure ef the Soul 1 W. 
Thing medfut, * becauſe without it yu 
2 cannot {ppg locate your eternal 
22 — of everlaſting Glory wwe 
2 ſuch a Trifle as to be thrown away 
on 33 ge : 


- 


1 


* earns purſue it. God doch nor 


= ordinarily deal thus, even with the Boun- 


ties of his common Providence, which 
are compatatively of little Value. As to 
theſe the Hand of the Diligent generally 
makes rich, and he would be thought 
diſtracted, rather than prudent, who 
3 rape pect to get an Eſtate merely 
for it, or without ſome re- 
Er gr continued Application to a 
222 Coutſe of Action for that Pur. 
Now, that we may not fooliſh- 
dream of obtaining Heaven, in the 


| 5 ilk a Courſe of Indolenceand Sloth, 


ve are expreſſiy told in the Word of 
God, that anche Kingdom of Heaven ſu * 
' Violence, and the Violent take it by Force 
(a); and are therefore Exhorted to — 
with the greateſt Intenſeneſs, and Eager- 
neſs of Mind, as the Word properly 
ſignifies, 70 enter in at the ftrait Gate, 
for this great and important Reaſon, be- 
eauſe many ſhall another Day ſeek 10 
enter in, and ſpall not be able (b). Nay, 
when our Lord makes the moſt gracious 

2 to a . ene he 


0 Mat, xi 12. 0 Lake i, 7% 
| does 
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does it in ſuch a manner as to exclude 
the Hopes of thoſe who are careleſ and 
indifferent. Arb, and it ſpull be given uu; 
ſeek, and yon ſball. find; knock, and it 
ſhall be opened unto yon (a). If therefore 
vou do not ask, ſeek and knock, the 
Door of Mercy will not be opened, and 5 
eternal Happineſs will be loſt. 4 
And ſurely if I could ſay no more * 
to the fatal Conſequences of your Neg- 
le, than this, that eternal Happmeſs 
will be Iod, 1 ſhould fay enough ro im- 
preſs. every Mind that conſiders whar 
Eternity means. To fall into a State of 
everlaſting Forgetfulneſs might indeed 
appear a Refuge to a. Mind filled with 
the Apprehenhon of future Miſery. But 
Oh how dreadful a R is it! Sate- 
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ly it is ſacha e, as a vaſt Precipice, 
from which a Man falling would be 


daſhed to 8 in a 2 
appear to a Perſon purſued by the Offi- 
cers of uſtice, that he might be brought 
out to a painful and lingering Executi- 
on. If an extravagant Youth would 
an Reaſon to look round with An g 


2 


might 


= Mat, vii 7 153 
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on. ſome fair and ample paternal Inke- 
ritance, which he had ſold or forfeited 


. » « 
aF 99%, bl 
0 39 : 
d 6 
- 
s N = 4 . : 2 2 
«ſp» X 


A 


merely for the Riot of a few Days: 


How much more melancholy would it 


be for a rational Mind to think that its 


| eternal Happineſß is loſt for any carthly 


Conſideration whatever. Tormenting 
Thought! Had I attended to that 


bone Thing which I have neglected, 1 


might have been great and happy, be- 


vond Expreſſion, beyond Conception. 
Not merely for the little Span of ten 


- thouland. thouſand Ages, bur FOR 


have come, When, if it had been ask- 


ed concerning me, How long has 
* that glorious. Spirit been an Inha- 

4 bitant of Heaven? How long has 
in that State of Perfection 
; The Anſwer would have been ſuch, 
that a Line reaching even to the re- 
moteſt Star would not have been able 
to contain the Number of Ages, nor 
Would millions of Years have been ſuffi- 
cient to figure them down, This is 
Eternity, but I have loſt it, and am 
now on the Verge of Being. This 


- 


ECLPOPST2OOEDnDpDnoom. 


Lamp, 


127 
Lamp, which might have outlaſted choſe 
of the Firmament, will preſently be 
| extinguiſhed, * and I blotted” our from 
sa mongſt the Works of God, and cut off 
from all the Bounties of his Hand. 


Would not this be a very miſerable 
Caſe, if this were all. And would it 
not be ſufficient to prove this to be the 
better Part, which, as our Lord ob- 
ſerves, can never be taken away. But 
God forbid that we ſhould be fo un- 
faithful to him, and to the Souls of Men, | 
as to reſt in ſuch a Repreſentation 
alone. I therefore add once more, 5 
3. The Care of the Soul is the one 
Thing needful, becauſe © without it you 
cannot avoid a State of eternal Miſery, 
© which will be a ggravated, rather than 
A alleviated age all Jour JEST Enjoy- 
© ments.” { 
Nothing can bs more evident from. 
the Word of the God of Truth. It 
there plainly appears to be a e a 
Caſe, which leaves no Room for 4 
more favourable Conjectute or Ho 
The Wicked ſhall be turned into Ty 
even we La Nations. that E 

N * 90 4. 


à certain, but an awful Truth, that 


T7 


| God (a) They ſhallgo away intoeverlaſting 
_ Puniſhment (b), into a State where they 

ſhall in vain ſeek Death, and Dea 

fall flee from them. Oh! Sirs, tis 


your Souls will be thinking and im- 
mortal Beings, even in ſpight of them- 
_ _welves. They may indeed torment, but 
they can't deſtroy themſelves. They 
can no more ſuſpend their Power of 
Thought and Perception, than a Mir- 
_ tor its Property of reflecting Rays that R. 
fall on its Surface. Do you fuſpect the of 
contrary? Make the Trial immediately. wt 

| Command your Minds to ceaſe from for 
thinking bur for one quarter of an iſ yo! 
Hour, or for half that Time, and ex- the 
clude every Idea and every Reflection tho 
Can you ſucceed in that Attempt? Or 74: 
rather, does not Thought preſs in with 
a2 more ſenſible Violence on that Re- 
ſiſtance; as an anxious Deſire to Sleep, 
makes us ſo much the more wakeful. 
Thus will Thought follow you beyond 
the Grave, thus will it, as an unwel- 
come e foroe iſelf upon you, when 


0 pf. ix. 17. 0 Mat. xxv. 45, 
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ir can ſerve only to perplex and diſtreſs 
the Mind. It will for ever upbraid 

ou, that notwithſtanding all the kind 
Expoſtulations of God and Man, not- 
withſtanding all the keen Remonſtrances 
of Conſcience, and the Pleadings of the 
Blood of Chriſt, you have gone on in 
your Folly, till Heaven is loſt, and 
Damnation incurr'd ; and all for what? 
for a Shadow and a Dream. 5 

Oh think not, Sinners, that the 
Remembrance of your paſt Pleaſures, 
of your Succeſs in yout other Cares, 
whilſt that of the, one Thing needful was 
forgotten, think not thar this will caſe 
your Minds. It will rather corment 
them the more. Son, remember that 
thou in thy life-time received ſt thy good 
things. Bitter Remembrance! Well 
might the Heathen Poets repreſent the 
unhappy Spirits in the Shades below, 
as eagerly catching at the Water of 
Forgetfulneſs, yet unable to reach it. 
Vour preſent Comforts will only ſerve, 
to give you a livelier Senſe of your 
Miſery, as having taſted ſuch degrees 
of Enjoyment; and to inflame the 
reckoning, as you have miſimpro . 
5 n tho 
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_ thoſe. Talents lodg'd in your Hands 
for better Purpoſes. [OR if theſe ' 
Things were believed, and  ſerioufly 
cConſidered, the Sinner would have no 
more Heart to rejoice in his preſent 
Proſperity, than a Man would have to 
amuſe himſelf with the Curioſities of a 
fine Garden, thro which he was led to 
be broke upon the Rack, | 

Bur I will enlarge no farther on theſe 
Things. Would to God that the un- 
accountable Stupidity of Men's Minds, 


and their fatal Attachment to the Plea- 


ſures. and Cares of the preſent Life, did 
not make it neceſſary to inſiſt on them 


| ſo frequently and ſo copiouſly! | 


VIV. I proceed: to the Reflections 
nn naturally ariſe from bence, and 
ſhall only mention two. _ | 
1. Howimuchrealon have we to lamenc 
the Folly. of Mankind: in neglecking che 
one Thing needful. 5 
If Religion be indeed che trueſt Wil 
. dom, then ſurely we have the juſteſt 
| Reaſon to ſay with Solomon, that "Fall 
and Madneſs is in Mens Hearts a) 
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1e it the ove Thing needful ? Look on 
the Conduct of the generaliry of Man- 


kind, and you would imagine they 


thought it the one Thing needleſs : 
The vaineſt Dream, and the idleſt 
Amuſement of the Mind. God is ad- 
moniſhing them by Ordinances, and 
Providences, ſometimes by ſuch as are 


moſt awful, to lay it to Heart; he ſpeaks 


once, yea twire, yea a multitude of 
times, but Man regards not (a). They 
profeſs perhaps to believe all that I have 
been ſaying, but act as if the contrary 
Were ſelf- evident; they will risk theſe 
Souls and this Eternity, for a thing of 


nought, for that for the ſake of which 


they would not risk ſo much as a Hand, 
or a Finger, ot a Joint, no, nor per- 
haps a Toy that adorns it. Surely 
this is the Wonder of Angels, and 
pethaps of Devils too, unleſs the Obſer- 
vation of ſo many Ages may have render d 
it familiar to both. And can we, my 
Chriſtian Brethren, behold ſuch a Scene 
with Indifterence ? If ſome Epidemical 
Madneſs had ſeized our Country, or the 


- (a) Jobxxxiii. 14. | 
9 2 Places 


Places where we live, 00 chit as we 
went from one place to another, wg 

ſhould every where meet with Luna- 

ticks, and fee amongſt the teſt, ſome 
perhaps of the fineſt Genius and Im- 
| Provements, and in the moſt eminent 
Stations in Life, amuſing themſelves 
with Straws and Bubbles, or wound- 
ing themſelves and others; ſurely. were 
wee ever ſo ſecure from the Danger of 
Infection or Aſſault, the Sight would 
cut us to the Heart. Surely a good 
natured Man would hardly be able to 
go abroad, or even be deſirous to live, 
if it muſt be. amongſt ſo many {ad 
Spectacles. Yet theſe poor Creatures 
mighr, notwithſtanding. this, be the 
Children of God, and the higher their 
Frenzy roſe, the nearer. might their 
compleat Happineſs be. But alas, che 
greater part of Mankind are ſeized with 
a worſe kind of Madneſs, in which they 
are ruining. tacir Souls: And can we 
behold it with Indifference! The Lord 
awaken our Compaſſion, our--Prayer, 
and our Endeavours in dependence on 
Divine Grace, that we may be inſtru- 
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in ine 


PN . 
x ' Þ - 
. 
FY 3 4 


L234 TEL= 


K * 
Mind, and making chem wile indeed, | 
thar is, wiſe to Salvation. 

2. How neceſſary is it that we would 
ſeriouſly inquire how this one Thing need- 
ful is regarded by us!: | 

Let me intreat you to remember 
your on Concern in it, and inquire 
Have I thought ſeriouſly of it — 
Have I ſeen the Importance of it ?— 
Has it lain with a due and an abiding 
Weighr on my Mind? Has it brought 
me to Chriſt, het I mighr lay the ſtreſs 
of theſe great eternal Intereſts on him? 
And am I acting in the Main of my 
Life as one that has theſe Convictions? 
Am! willing in Fact to give up 
other Things, my Intereſts, my Plea- 
fures, my Paſſions to this Am ! con- 
verſing with God and with Man as one 
that believes theſe Things, as one that 
has deliberately choſen the better Part, 
and is derermined o abide by that 
Choice? 

Obſerve the Autres which: Conte 
ene returns to theſe Inquiries, and you 
will know e. own part in that more 
patticulat Neude with WHT 1 

am te a * Were 
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1. Let me addreſs to thoſe that ate 
intirely unconcern d about the one T hing 
meedful. 
8 Sirs, I have been ſtating ths. Cab at 


large, and now I appeal to your Conſci- 
. ences, are theſe things ſo? or are they 


not? God and your own, Hearts beſt 
know for what the Care of your Soul is 
neglected; but be it what it will, the 
difference between one Grain of Sand, 
and another, is not great, when.it comes 
co be weigh d againſt a Talent of Gold. 
Whatever it is, you hadi need to exa- 
mine it carefully. You, had need to view 
chat Commodity on all des, of which 
you do in effect ſay, for this will 1 ſell my 

Soul, for this will I give up Heaven and 
venture Hell, be Heaven and Hell what- 

ever they may. In the Name of God, 


Sirs, is this the part of a Man, of a rati- 


onal Creature? To go on with your Eyes 
open towards a Pit of eternal Ruin, be- 
cauſe there are a few gay Flowers in the 
Way. Or what if you ſhut your Eyes! 
will that prevent your Fall? It ſigniſies 


little to ſay, I will not think of theſe 


Thing 87.1 will not conſider them. God 
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Hl 
der it ; perfetfly (a). The Revels of a2 
drunken Malefactor will not Prevent, 
nor reſpite his Execution, - Pardon my 
Plainneſs, if it were a Fable or a Tale, I 
would endeavour to amuſe you with 
Words, but I cannot do it where your 
Souls ate at Stake? 

2. I would apply to thoſe who are 
convinc'd of the Importance of their 
Souls, yet are inclind to defer that Care 
of them a little longer, which in the 
Semen they ſee to be neceſſary. 

I know you that are young, are under 
peculiar Temprations to do this; tho 
tis ſtrange that the Death of ſo many of 
your Companions ſhould not be an An- 
{wer to ſome of the moſt ſpecious and 
dangerous of thoſe Temptations. Me- 
thinks it there were the leaſt degree 
of Uncertainty, the Importance is too 
weighty to put Matters to the venture. 
But here the Uncertainty is great and 
apparent. Vou muſt ſurely know that 
there are critical Seaſons of Life for ma- 
naging the Concerns of it, which are 
of ſuch A nature, that if once loſt, they 
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may never return: Here is à critical 
Seaſon. Now is the arcepted Time, now 
is the Day of Salvation (a). To Day 
if ye will hear his Voice harden not your 
Hearts (b). This Language may not be 
ſpoken To-morrow. Talk not of a more 
convenient Seaſon, none can be more. 
convenient; and thar' ro which you 
would probably refer it, is leaſt of all 
fo. A-dying Time. You would not 
chuſe then to have any important Bu- 
ſineſs in hand; and will you of choice 
refer the greateſt Buſineſs of all to that 
languiſhing, hurrying; amazing Hour. If 
a Friend were then to come to you with 
the Ballance of an intricate Account, 
or a View of a Title to an Eſtate, you 
would ſhake your faineing Head, and 
lift up your pale trembling Hand, and 
my perhaps with a feeble Voice, Alas, 
is this a Time for theſe Things? And 
is it a Time for ſo much greater Things 
than theſe? wiſh you knew, and would 
conſider into what a/ ſtrait we that are 
Miniſters are ſometimes brought, when 

we are called to the dying Beds of thoſe 
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| who have ſpent their Lives in the negle& 


of the one Thing-needful. On the one 
hand we fear leſt if we palliate Matters, 
and (peak ſmooth Things, we ſhall be- , 
tray and ruin their Souls; and on the o- 
ther, that if we uſe a becoming Plainneſs 
and Seriouſneſs, in warning them of their 
Danger, we ſhall quite overwhelm them, 
and haſten the dying Moment which is 


advancing by ſuch ſwift Steps. Oh let 
me intreat you for our ſakes, and much. 
more for your on, that you do not 


drive us to ſuch ſad Extremities: But 


that if you are convincd, as I hope 
ſome of you may now be, thar the Care 
of the Soul is that needful Thing we have 
| repreſented, let the Conviction work, 


let it drive you immediately to the 
Throne of Grace, that from thence you 
may derive that Wiſdom and Strength 
which may direct you in all the Intri- 
cacies which intangle you, and anichate 
you in the midſt of Dieu, arid Dil 


couragement. 


3. I would in hs laſt place addedls 
myſelf to thoſe happy Souls who have in 
good N . to an one Thing 
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I hope when you ſee how commonly 
it is neglectod, negleRed indeed by ma- 
ny, whoſe natural Capacities, Improve- 
ments, and Circumſtances in Life, ap- 
pear to you ſuperior to your own, you 
will humbly acknowledge, that it was 
diſtinguiſhing Grace that brought you 
into this happy State, and form'd you to 
this moſt neceſſary Care. Bleſs the Lord 
therefore who hath giver: you that Coun- 
ſel, in Virtue of which you can ſay that 
He is your Portion. Rejoice in the 
Thought that the great Concern is ſe- 
cured; as tis natural for us to do, when 
ſome important Affair is diſpatch'd which 
has long lain before us, and which we 
have been inclin d to put off from one 
Day to another, but have at length 
ſtrenuouſly and ſucceſsfully attended 
Remember ſtill to continue acting on 
theſe great Principles which at firſt de- 
termin d your Choice; and ſeriouſly 
conſider, that thoſe who deſire their 
Life may at laſt be given them for a Prey, 
. muſt continue on their Guard, in all 
Stages of their Journey thro a Wilder- 


den, where daily Dangers are fill ſur- 


rounding them. Having ſecured che 


| great 
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to others of ſmaller Importance. You 
have choſen he Kingdom of God, and 
his Righteouſneſs, other things therefore 
ſhall be added unto ou; and if any which 
you deſire ſhould not be added, comfort 


occur, be very ſollioitous that others may 


Concern in this Reſpect for them, as 
well as for your ſelves. Let Parents, eſ- 
pecially, attend to this Exhortation, 
whoſe Care for their Offspring often ex- 
ceeds in other Reſpects, and fails in this. 


live to enjoy the Effects of your Labour 
and Concern, to get them Eſtates and 
Portions. The Charges of their Funerals 


you are ſo anxiouſly cate ful to lay up for 
them. And Oh! think what a Sword 
would pierce thro? your very Heart, if 


great Concern, make yourſelves eaſy u;. 


may perhaps be all their Share of what 


yourſelves: with this Thoughe, that you 
have rhe good Part which can never b 
taten aua. And, not to enlarge on 
cheſe obvious Hints, which mult fo often 


be brought to a Care about the one Thing 
needful. It it be necaful for you, tis ſo 
for your Children, your Friends, your 
Servants. Let them therefore ſee your 


Remember that your Children may never 
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vou mould und "i . 3 of a be- 
loyed Child with this Reflection, © This 
6 322 Creature. bas done with Life, 
fore it learnt its great Buſineſs in it, 

10 and is one to Eternity, which 1 have 
© ſeldom been warning 'it to prepare for, 
c and which Perhaps it learnt of me to 
Le forget. 8 
On the whole, may this: grand Cite 
be awakened in thoſe by whom it has 
been hitherto neglected; may it be re- 
vived in each of our Minds. And that 
you may be encourag'd to purſue it with 
greater Chearfulneſs, let me cohelude 
With this comfortable Thought, that in 
= proportion toithe Neceſhty, of the Caſe, 
is the Proyiſion which divine Grace has 
ns for our Aſſiſtance; If you are diſ- 
poſed t to ſit down at Chriſt's Feet, he will 
teach yo by his Word and Spirit. If 
you commit this precious Pee which 
is your eternal All, into his Hand, he 
will preſerve it unto that Day, and wil 
then produce it richly adorn d, and glo- 
riouſly improv'd to his own Honour, and 
7 ec I Joy. - "0. 4 
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